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Call for Applications: The David and Molly Pyott Foundation Scholarships in Ophthalmology – 
Application Deadline 1st June 2020 

The University of Edinburgh will award 12 scholarships for successful applicants to their Master of 
Surgery (ChM) in Clinical Ophthalmology programme, thanks to the very generous support of The David 
and Molly Pyott Foundation. 

Trainees/residents/registrars in Ophthalmology and qualified ophthalmologists (generalists and 
specialists) from Africa, Central and South Asia, Caribbean Islands, Pacific Islands, Central and Latin 
America who are accepted for admission to the online ChM programme commencing in September 2020 
are eligible to apply for the scholarship award which will cover all tuition fees as well as internet access 
and a laptop. Scholarship applications close on 1st June 2020. Full online application instructions can 
be found here.  

The part-time, online 2-year ChM programme is offered by the University of Edinburgh in partnership 
with the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. Further course information is available online, along 
with an introductory video by Professor Baljean Dhillon, Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology at the 
University of Edinburgh, and video testimonials by ChM graduates. The ChM is one of a number of 
Edinburgh Surgery Online Masters programmes in the surgical specialities at the University. 

The ChM is designed to support ophthalmology trainees in the United Kingdom and internationally by 
providing advanced training for those preparing for the fellowship examinations of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh (RCSEd), International Council of Ophthalmology and the Royal College of 
Ophthalmologists (RCOphth) and those approaching consultancy. 

The David and Molly Pyott Foundation has been funding this highly successful programme of 
scholarships in partnership with the University since 2016 which has seen trainee and qualified 
ophthalmologists (generalists and specialists) from a range of Low and Middle Income countries being 
educated and trained at Masters level, online, as part of their journey to becoming consultant/specialist 
ophthalmologists. The online, part time nature of the ChM means that students can study in their home 
countries without having to take time out of practice or training, whilst continuing to deliver critical care 
in regions with ophthalmic workforce capacity issues.   

Thanks to a very generous additional donation by the Foundation recently, the number of scholarships 
available in 2020 has doubled.  The purpose of the six new scholarships is to support 
trainees/residents/registrars in ophthalmology and qualified ophthalmologists with leadership potential 
who are nationals of and resident/working in member countries* of the College of Ophthalmology of 
Eastern, Central and Southern Africa (*as defined on COECSA website as of 1st March 2020). The aim is to 
fund 30 trainee ophthalmologists over the next 5 five years to undertake the ChM to increase the 
provision of quality eye care and facilitate the further growth of Ophthalmology services in the region. 
The University of Edinburgh is working in partnership with the Foundation and COECSA colleagues to 
facilitate education and training opportunities for the next generation of leaders in ophthalmology.  
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